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Cruz, Rosie

From: Cimini, Randy D  
Sent: Friday, October 08, 2010 7:17 AM 
To: TomDeardorff@polk-county.net; WendyAlspaugh@polk-county.net; JenniferStults@polk-county.net; 
ryankordek@polk-county.net; JeffSpence@polk-county.net; gayesharpe@polk-county.net; info@polkvision.com; 
contact@epc100.org; hbarley@metroplanorlando.com; PSteed@CFRPC.ORG; Hsears@CFRPC.ORG; 
JCodoSalisbury@CFRPC.ORG; plaurien@ecfrpc.org; sally.patrenos@dot.state.fl.us; shelley.lauten@orlando.org; 
tom@cfdc.org; mark.morton@lykes.com; dconner@clearspringsco.com; rfurlong@clearspringsco.com; 
snyderm@OOCEA.com; Imran.Ghani@dot.state.fl.us; bill.olsen@dot.state.fl.us; rick_hood@csx.com; 
rmi@alltel.blackberry.com; info@flaheartland.com; dsmith@mywinterhaven.com; mbritt@mywinterhaven.com; 
ddickey@mywinterhaven.com; DouglasThomas@lakelandgov.net; celeste.deardorff@lakelandgov.net; 
psams.cm@cityofbartow.net; dcpsu@aol.com; bpickard.pw@cityofbartow.net; lrobinson@ci.haines-city.fl.us; 
jhdelmar@cityoflakewales.com; citymanager@eaglelake-fla.com; davenportmanager@tampabay.rr.com; 
townmanager@townofdundee.com; kimgay@townoflakehamilton.com; lynn@flbusman.com; dours@ridecitrus.com; 
paulsimmons@polk-county.net; eholden@polk.edu; Bobby.jernigan@dot.state.fl.us; cammiekay@tampabayrr.com; 
r1744@aol.com; floridaconservation@msn.com; floridaconservation@msn.com; hoatzin@tampabay.rr.com; 
florida@tnc.org; wildfed@gmail.com; dprice@boktower.org; information@auburndalechamber.com; 
virginia@bartowchamber.com; DundeeChamber@hotmail.com; chamber1@winterhavenfl.com; director@hainescity.com; 
kmunson@lakelandchamber.com; info@lakewaleschamber.com; sharron@mulberrychamber.org; 
rdelotto@kitsonpartners.com 
Cc: 'Broome, Nicole'; 'Chris.Piazza@dot.state.fl.us'; 'Schulz, Mark'; 'marlon.bizerra@dot.state.fl.us'; 'Serdynski, Elizabeth'; 
'cindy.clemmons@dot.state.fl.us'; Warren, Kimberly D; Williams, Bryan; Cerreta, John A; Cimini, Randy D 
Subject: Central Polk Parkway Stakeholders Meeting #4 - On behalf of Nicole Broome, FDOT 

 
 

STAKEHOLDERS INVITATIONAL E-MAIL 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
for the proposed Central Polk Parkway. The study area, shown on the attached map, extends from State Road (S.R.) 60
east of Bartow northwesterly to the Polk Parkway (S.R. 570) and from S.R. 60 east of Bartow northerly to I-4 in northeast 
Polk County. The proposed multi-lane roadways would be built on new alignments. A no-build alternative will remain
viable throughout the study process. 
 
FDOT has identified you as a potential stakeholder for this study. We feel it is important to keep you informed of the
project issues and give you opportunities to provide valuable information and input in the decision-making process as the 
study progresses.  
 
The purpose of this e-mail is to invite you to a fourth Stakeholders Meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, October 20, 
2010, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the FDOT District One Headquarters, Mike Rippe Auditorium, 801 North Broadway
Avenue in Bartow. The purpose of the meeting is present the alternatives that are being advanced for further study. We
will be seeking your input on the information presented and the alternatives. The stakeholders group will continue to meet 
at key decision points during the remainder of the study as we identify a recommended alternative or alternatives for the
Central Polk Parkway. 
   
The meeting will be held in an open house format. A slide presentation will be shown to describe the process used to
develop 350-foot wide alignments. The alignments will be displayed on aerial photography at a scale of one inch equals
400 feet. There will be plenty of opportunity for questions and comments from stakeholders.  
 
The information presented at the October 20 Stakeholders Meeting will also be presented to the general public at two
public information workshops on Monday, October 25, 2010 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the W.H. Stuart Conference
Center, 1710 Highway 17 South in Bartow and Thursday, October 28, 2010 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Northridge
Church Gymnasium, 2250 S.R. 17 South in Haines City. 
 
Please RSVP to Randy Cimini (PBS&J) at rdcimini@pbsj.com by Friday, October 15, 2010, if you plan to attend the
Stakeholders Meeting.  We look forward to your attendance at the meeting and receiving your input. 
 
Thank you. 
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Nicole Broome, E.I. 
Project Manager 
Florida Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 1249 
Bartow, FL 33831 
 
Phone: (863) 519-2373 
Email: nicole.broome@dot.state.fl .us 
 
 
www.centralpolkparkway.com 
 
 

 
Central Polk Parkway  

Study Area 
and  

Public Workshops Information 
 

 

 

 



WELCOME

INFORMAL OPEN HOUSE - 2 p.m.

PRESENTATION - 2:30 p.m.

Q & A SESSION

CONTACT US

For more information regarding the Central Polk Parkway PD&E Study, please contact:

Nicole Broome, E.I. 
Project Manager

Florida Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 1249, Bartow, FL 33831

Phone: (863) 519-2373
Email: nicole.broome@dot.state.fl .us

www.centralpolkparkway.com

October 20, 2010

Following the presentation, study team members will answer questions and discuss the project with 
stakeholders. If you would like to provide a written comment, please complete a comment sheet available 
at this meeting. Completed comment sheets can be placed in a comment box or mailed to the address 
on the back of the form by Monday, November 8, 2010. You can also submit comments on the project 
Web site. All comments received are appreciated and will be reviewed by the PD&E Study team.

Stakeholders Meeting #4

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) welcomes you to the fourth Stakeholders Meeting 
for the Central Polk Parkway Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study. The purpose of 
the meeting is to present the alternative alignments developed in each of the recommended corridors 
and to provide you with an update on the study and the schedule. We are seeking your input on the 
alternative alignments and the information presented. The meeting format will consist of an informal 
open house beginning at 2 p.m. followed by an audiovisual presentation at 2:30 p.m. and a question 
and answer session.

FDOT representatives will show an audiovisual presentation to describe the process FDOT used to 
develop the alternative alignments that will be displayed at public workshops on October 25th in Bartow 
and October 28th in Haines City. 

During the open house portion of the meeting, representatives from the PD&E Study team will be 
present to answer questions and discuss the alternative alignments displayed on aerial photography. 
The Revised Draft Purpose and Need Statement, which is the foundation of the Central Polk 
Parkway project, is available as a handout. The draft statement includes a summary of the existing 
transportation needs within the study area and the benefi ts that may result from the construction of
this project.
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Project Development and Environment Study 
Central Polk Parkway from S.R. 60 to Polk Parkway (S.R. 570) and I‐4 

  4  Draft Purpose and Need Statement 

into inland counties such as Polk. The addition of this facility will provide another option to 
distribute traffic and also to provide connections to other regional and local routes; thereby 
increasing mobility during an emergency event and enhancing emergency response times. 

Accommodate Future Population and Growth 

Over the next twenty-five years, significant growth is anticipated in many areas of Polk 
County that will have an impact on the central Polk County area. A number of these impacts 
will be related to new trips from growth in the central part of Polk County; however, others 
will come from the residents in western Polk County who will travel to or through the central 
Polk County area. Also, the significant growth of trips coming from outside Polk County and 
traveling to or through areas of central Polk County will further increase demand on the 
roadway network in this area. The Tampa/Lakeland travel market is generally located along 
I-4 from Lakeland to downtown Tampa and includes I-4, S.R. 60, and the Lee Roy Selmon 
Expressway. By 2025, population is expected to increase by approximately 63 percent and 
employment is expected to increase by 90 percent. Near the southern end of the western leg 
is the Clear Springs Development, which has an approved Sector Plan that includes a mix of 
residential and commercial uses that are anticipated to double the current population of the 
City of Bartow when built out.  

Even if all of the Polk TPO’s planned transit and highway improvements are implemented, 
there is still a need for a new roadway with at least four-lanes within the project area.  
The additional capacity provided by the Central Polk Parkway will improve access and 
overall mobility within and contiguous to the western corridor where intense growth 
continues to occur and the level of congestion experienced by travelers continues to increase. 
Safety, emergency access, and truck access will all be enhanced through this facility. 

Eastern Leg (S.R. 60 to I‐4) 

Improve Connectivity to the Regional Transportation Network 

The eastern leg of the Central Polk Parkway will serve as a vital link in Polk County’s future 
transportation system and the regional transportation network. This facility will improve 
connections to other major east-west and north-south transportation corridors, as well as 
residential and employment centers, other regional activity centers, tourist destinations in 
Polk County, and eastward to the Orlando Metropolitan area. The Central Polk Parkway will 
connect to a number of facilities that are designated as part of the SIS, which is a statewide 
network of highways, railways, waterways, and transportation hubs that handle the bulk of 
Florida’s passenger and freight traffic. Highways that are designated as part of the SIS 
provide for movement of goods and people at high speeds and high traffic volumes. S.R. 60 
and I-4, which are both part of the SIS, provide coast to coast traffic movement across 
Central Florida, while SIS facilities such as U.S. 27 and Florida’s Turnpike provide north-
south movement through the state and beyond. The addition of the Central Polk Parkway 
connecting these regional roadways would not only relieve congestion by distributing traffic, 
but also allow for better connectivity, thereby enhancing mobility in Polk County and east  
central Florida.  
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Project Development and Environment Study 
Central Polk Parkway from S.R. 60 to Polk Parkway (S.R. 570) and I‐4 

  6  Draft Purpose and Need Statement 
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Alternatives Public Workshops
October 25 & 28, 2010

Presentation Outline
• Overview of the Process.

• Provide Central Polk Parkway Update.y p
– Where are we now?

– What is next?

• Solicit your Opinion.

Central Polk Parkway 
Project Timeframe

Planning and 
PD&E Study

(3 years)

Design

(2-3 years)

Right of Way 
Acquisition 

(2-3 years)

Construction

(5-10 years)
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Purpose of the PD&E Phase
• Meets Applicable Regulations. 

• Identify Funding Options.

• Evaluate Reasonable 
Alternatives.

• Document Engineering and 
Environmental Impacts.

• Obtain Public and Agency Input.

• Receive Approval for Next 
Phase.

Planning and PD&E Process

Corridor Analysis:
Id tif Wi d f O t it fIdentify Windows of Opportunity for 

a New Alignment 

PD&E Study:  
Detailed Environmental and 

Engineering Analysis of Alternatives

Corridor Analysis Process
St 1 St 2 St 3Step 1:  

Define the 
Study Area 
Boundaries

Step 2:  
Develop the 
Purpose and 

Need

Step 3:  
Identify 
Project 
Termini

Step 4:  
Corridor 

Identification

Step 5:  
Corridor 

Screening

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND 

AGENCY COORDINATION
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Study Area Boundaries
• Study Area  

– 272 square miles

• 2 Legs
– Western Leg

– Eastern Leg

– South: S R 60

• Western Leg

Project Termini

South: S.R. 60

– Northwest: Polk Parkway (S.R. 570)

• Eastern Leg
– South: S.R. 60

– North: I-4 near the Polk/Osceola County Line

Develop the Purpose and Need
• Basis by which alternative alignments were 

developed.

• Preliminary traffic analyses indicate the need for a 
6-lane facility within each leg.

• Project is included in Draft 2035 Polk Mobility 
Vision Plan.

• Coordination between FDOT and                        
Polk TPO will continue. 
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• Improve Mobility and Connectivity within the 
Regional Transportation Network.

E h F i ht M bilit d E i

Purpose and Need

• Enhance Freight Mobility and Economic 
Competitiveness.

• Improve Emergency Evacuation Capabilities.

• Accommodate Future Population and Growth.

September 
2010 

9
Recommended 

Corridors 

Eastern LegEastern Leg
4 Corridors4 Corridors

Western LegWestern Leg
5 Corridors5 Corridors

600600--Foot CorridorsFoot Corridors

PD&E Study Process
Develop Alternatives

• What features will the roadway have? 

• Where will the interchanges be?          

• How much Right-of-Way will be required?

• What are the social, cultural, natural, and physical 
impacts?

• How do the alternative alignments compare to one 
another and to the no-build alternative?

Analyze 
Environmental Impacts

Compare the 
Alternatives

Identify a Preferred 
Alternative

• Which alternative offers the best solution to meet the 
transportation needs, minimize environmental impacts 
and cost, and reflect the preference of the community?
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No Build Alternative
• Assumes Central Polk Parkway would not be 

constructed.

• Assumes other system improvements would be 
constructed.

• No environmental impacts or costs.

• Does not meet purpose and need.

• Will remain viable throughout the Study.

October 2010
Build 

Alt ti

Eastern LegEastern Leg
4 Alternatives4 Alternatives

October 2010 Alternatives

Western LegWestern Leg
5 Alternatives5 Alternatives

Build Alternatives
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•S.R. 60

•U.S. 17

•Bartow     

N th

Western 
Leg

Northern

Connector

•S.R. 540

•Polk Parkway

g

Proposed 
Interchanges

Alternative W-E
• Length = 10.1 miles

• Links: W201, W205, 
W206 and W207W206, and W207

Alternative W-H
• Length = 12.9 miles

• Links: W202, W203, 
W206 and W207W206, and W207
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Alternative W-I
• Length = 13.6 miles

• Links: W202, W203, 
W206 and W208W206, and W208

Alternative W-J
• Length = 11.7 miles

• Links: W202, W204, 
W205 W206 andW205, W206 and 
W207

Alternative W-K
• Length = 12.4 miles

• Links: W202, W204, 
W205 W206 andW205, W206 and 
W208
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•S.R. 60

•U.S. 27

•C.R. 542

Eastern 
Leg

•C.R. 580

•U.S. 17/92

•I-4

Proposed 
Interchanges

Alternative E-I
• Length = 30 miles

• Links: E201, E203, 
E204, and E206

Alternative E-K
• Length = 30.4 miles

• Links: E201, E203, 
E205, and E206
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Alternative E-M
• Length = 27.7 miles

• Links: E202, E203, 
E204, and E206

Alternative E-O
• Length = 28.1 miles

• Links: E202, E203, 
E205, and E206

• Transportation System 
Management Alternative
– Investigate ways to upgrade 

i ti f iliti h

• Multimodal Alternative

– Develop alternatives to incorporate 
lt t d f t t ti

Other Alternatives

existing facilities such as:
• Adding turn lanes, improving 

intersections and signalization.
• Improving signing and 

pavement markings.
• Designating HOV lanes 
• Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITS) technology

alternate modes of transportation. 

– Identify public bus services, rail 
services, railroad crossings, and 
airports (public and private) with 
access to the project. 

– Investigate existing and proposed 
park and ride facilities, high 
occupancy vehicle (HOV) 
designations, including the need 
and potential use of such facilities.
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Potential Effects
• Construction and life-cycle costs.

• Right-of-way acquisition and relocation aspects.g y q p

• Floodplains, wetlands, and water features.

• Threatened and endangered species.

• Noise and air quality effects.

• Cultural and historic resources. 

• Potential contamination.

Matrix is on Display.

What’s Next?
• Refine Alternatives based on Public Input and Agency 

Coordination.

• Identify a Preferred Alternative(s).

• Public Hearing.

• State Environmental Impact Report.
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Florida Department of Transportation
Adopted Five-Year Work Program

Phase Schedule Cost

Design Not Scheduled Not Funded

Right of Way Acquisition Not Scheduled Not Funded

Construction Not Scheduled Not Funded

Public Involvement Opportunities
2009 2010 2011

Winter Spring Summer Fall Winter Spring Summer Fall Winter Spring Summer Fall

StakeholdersStakeholders
Meetings

Agency
Meetings

Public 
Workshops

Public
Hearing

Newsletters

Web site www.centralpolkparkway.com
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Purpose of this Workshop
• Provide Project Overview and Update.

• Discuss the Next Steps.

• Obtain your input on the alternatives.
– Written Comments:  Submit in Comment Box or Send 

to FDOT via Mail or Email.

– Oral Comments:  Speak to Court Reporter.

Workshop Format
• Informal Open House

– Review the Board Displays.

– Speak to FDOT Staff.

– Submit written comments or 

speak to court reporter.

There will be no formal presentation.

PD&E Study Team

an Atkins company
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Nicole Broome, E.I., Project Manager

Florida Department of Transportation

Contact Us

Florida Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 1249

Bartow, Florida 33831

Phone: (863) 519-2373

Email: nicole.broome@dot.state.fl.us

www.centralpolkparkway.com

Thank You!
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Purpose of this Workshop
• Provide Project Overview and Update.

• Discuss the Next Steps.

• Obtain your input on the alternatives.
– Written Comments:  Submit in Comment Box or Send 

to FDOT via Mail or Email.

– Oral Comments:  Speak to Court Reporter.

Workshop Format
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– Review the Board Displays.

– Speak to FDOT Staff.

– Submit written comments or 
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Nicole Broome, E.I., Project Manager

Florida Department of Transportation

Contact Us

Florida Department of Transportation

P.O. Box 1249

Bartow, Florida 33831

Phone: (863) 519-2373

Email: nicole.broome@dot.state.fl.us

www.centralpolkparkway.com

Thank You!



Agencies Meeting #2                                                                                                                                       October 25, 2010

COMMENT SHEET

NAME:

NOTE: Please complete and place in the “Comments” box or mail to Nicole Broome at the address on 
the back of the comment sheet by Monday, November 8, 2010. All comments are part of the project 
record and are available for viewing by the public and media.

     Please add me to the mailing list for the Central Polk Parkway PD&E Study.

ADDRESS:

We encourage your comments regarding this project.



Fold

Fold

Postage
Required

Place
Stamp
Here

Nicole Broome, E.I.
Project Manager
Florida Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 1249
Bartow, Florida 33831
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