Public Hearing

CENTRAL POLK FPARKWAY

State Road (SR) 60 to the Polk Parkway (SR 570)
d

an
SR 60 to Interstate 4
Financial Project Number: 423601-1-22-01

www.centralpolkparkway.com January 24 & 27, 2011

WELCOME

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) welcomes you to the public hearing
for the proposed Central Polk Parkway. The public hearing is held in two sessions on
January 24 and 27, 2011. The same information is presented at both sessions.

The hearing is conducted to allow you an opportunity to express your views regarding
the social, economic and environmental effects of the preferred build alternatives that
have been developed. An informal open house until 7 p.m. provides time for you to
view the displays and discuss the project with FDOT representatives. A court reporter
is present to receive oral comments.

The formal portion of the hearing begins at 7 p.m. and consists of an audiovisual
presentation followed by a public comment period. Comment sheets are available that
can be completed this evening or taken home, completed and mailed to the FDOT by
February 7, 2011. Also, you can submit comments by accessing the project Web site
www.centralpolkparkway.com. A transcription of the oral and written comments will be
made. Your comments will assist with a final recommendation that will be submitted to
the FDOT district secretary for approval.

The 350-foot wide preferred build alignments are displayed on aerial photographs of
the study area. The western leg of the study area extends from SR 60 east of Bartow
northwesterly to the Polk Parkway (SR 570). The eastern leg connects SR 60 east of
Bartow to I-4 in northeast Polk County.

The proposed multi-lane roadways would be built on new alignments with interchanges
and grade separations. The no-build alternative will remain viable throughout the study
process.
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT and ENVIRONMENT (PD&E) STUDY NEARS COMPLETION

The FDOT District One is conducting a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to determine
the engineering and environmental effects of the proposed Central Polk Parkway. The objective of the study
is to provide documented information necessary for FDOT to reach a decision on the proposed Central Polk
Parkway. The new multi-lane limited access facilities would serve as additional north-south routes in the

central Polk County regional transportation network.

The PD&E Study began in the summer of 2008. The FDOT collected engineering and environmental data
and developed a Draft Purpose and Need (P&N) Statement for the proposed project. The statement and the
study area were presented at two public coordination meetings in March 2009.

Because the Central Polk Parkway would be constructed as new alignments, a corridor analysis was
conducted in compliance with applicable regulations to identify and evaluate viable corridors that provide
the desired north-south routes connecting SR 60 to the Polk Parkway (SR 570) and to I-4. The study team
Identified 29 preliminary corridors that were presented at two public information workshops in December

2009.

The corridors were refined and evaluated based on several factors to determine the corridors that were viable
for further study. As a result of the corridor analysis phase, nine recommended corridors were displayed at

workshops in September 2010.

Following completion of the corridor analysis, FDOT developed a specific alignment within each of the nine
recommended corridors that best met the purpose and need for the project. Field truthing was conducted to
verify preliminary information, and an evaluation matrix was created to document impacts and costs for each
alignment. The alternative alignments and the no build alternative were presented at information workshops
in late October 2010. Finally, preferred build alternatives and the no build alternative are presented at this

public hearing.
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE SELECTED

The FDOT has selected the build alternative as the preferred alternative for the proposed Central Polk
Parkway. The build alternative will be advanced to the design phase should the phase be programmed
in a future FDOT five year work program. The no-build alternative will remain viable throughout the study
process.

The build alternative was selected based on a determination that the no-build, Transportation Systems
Management and multimodal alternatives do not meet the purpose and need of the Central Polk Parkway
project. Traffic analyses conducted during the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
indicate the need for new six-lane highways within the study area in addition to planned highway and transit
improvements already included in the Polk Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) Draft 2035 Polk
Mobility Vision Plan.

The preferred alternatives, one in the western leg and one in the eastern leg, were selected following
engineering and environmental analyses and public information workshops held in September and October
2010. Some alignment links were revised (R) and other links were eliminated following the workshops. The
following preferred alternatives will be presented at the formal public hearing on January 24 and January 27,
2011. Please see the insert with the preferred alternatives in this newsletter.

Western Leqg Preferred Alternative — (links W201 Revised(R), W202R, W203R, W206 and W207).
The following refinements have been made:

¢ Links W204, W205 and W208, shown in gray on the insert, will not be advanced for further study.

* An interchange of the Central Polk Parkway with State Road (SR) 60, about 0.7 miles east of Rifle
Range Road, has been eliminated.

¢ The interchange at the south end of link W201R at SR 60, about 0.8 miles west of Rifle Range Road,
(CR 655), has been revised.

* A new interchange at the north end of link W201R at the Central Polk Parkway has been added to
connect a spur to the Pollard Road Extension.

* The interchange of Link W202R and the Pollard Road Extension has been revised.

* Access roads and other minor refinements to the alternative and interchanges are shown on the
newsletter insert.

Eastern Leg Preferred Alternative — (links E201R, E202R, E203R, E204R and E206R).
The following refinements have been made:

e Link E205, shown in gray on the insert, will not be advanced for further study.

* The interchange at the south end of link E202R at SR 60, about 3.2 miles west of US 27, has been
revised.

* Anew interchange at the north end of link E202R at the Central Polk Parkway has been added to
connect a spur to the Pollard Road Extension.

* Anew interchange has been evaluated at County Road (CR) 544 and link E204R. Two interchange
options will be advanced for further study. Option 1 includes interchanges on link E204R at CR 542
and CR 580. Option 2 includes interchanges on link E204R at CR 544 and CR 580.

An updated Evaluation Matrix is included in this newsletter. The updated matrix includes revised impacts
resulting from refinements to the preferred alternative alignments. Social and cultural impacts, natural and
physical impacts, and estimated costs are quantified.

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE

The no-build alternative will remain under consideration throughout the remainder of the PD&E Study. The no-
build alternative includes no construction of the Central Polk Parkway. Future traffic would be accommodated
by improvements to the existing roadway network in Polk County.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

FDOT will review and consider comments received as a result of the public hearing and, together with
engineering and environmental analyses, make a final determination. It will be submitted to the FDOT district
secretary for approval that is expected in the spring of 2011. The project would then be eligible to advance
to the design, right-of-way acquisition and construction phases as they are scheduled.

WORK PROGRAM SCHEDULE

The design, right-of-way and construction phases for the Central Polk Parkway are not scheduled in the
FDOT Tentative Five Year Work Program for fiscal years 2012 through 2016.

HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

We urge you to participate in
this study. Please ask questions
and provide comments to FDOT
representatives at this hearing.
Also, you may complete a comment
sheet this evening or take it home,
complete it and mail it to the project
manager, Nicole Harris, E.I., District
Environmental Management Office,
P. O. Box 1249, Bartow, Florida
33831, (863) 519-2373 or E-mail:
nicole.harris@dot.state.fl.us. If you
would like to add a name and/or
address to the study mailing list,
please contact Mrs. Harris.




FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP IN HIGHWAYS

Through a series of Congressional acts, the Federal-aid Highway Program was conceived and developed
as a joint federal-state partnership. The success of this partnership is evident in the thousands of miles of
excellent highways and bridges comprising the nation’s transportation network. The Florida Department of
Transportation, in consultation with the Federal Highway Administration and in accordance with state law,
makes final decisions for the location, design, construction, and maintenance of Florida’s highways.

The Federal Highway Administration, in accordance with federal law, cooperates with the State of Florida
in planning and developing federal-aid transportation improvements. The Federal Highway Administration
reviews and approves all federal-aid actions proposed by the Florida Department of Transportation. When
present at a public hearing, the Federal Highway Administration representatives serve as observers and
technical advisors regarding federal requirements and procedures.

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION and RELOCATION PROGRAM

The Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in accordance
with section 339.09, Florida Statutes and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

Four brochures describe in detail the Department’s relocation assistance program and right-of-way acquisition
program. They are:

* The Real Estate Acquisition Process

 Your Relocation: Residential

* Your Relocation: Business, Farms and Nonprofit Organizations
* Sign Relocation

These brochures are available here this evening as are representatives from FDOT. Questions about right-
of-way may also be addressed by contacting the District One Right-of-Way Office located at the Florida
Department of Transportation, 801 N. Broadway, Bartow, Florida 33830; telephone: (863) 519-2407; business
hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement is a continuing and important part of the PD&E Study. Throughout the study, FDOT has
met with representatives of several cities in Polk County, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise, Clear Springs Land
Company, CSX Railroad, the Polk Transportation Planning Organization, Polk County Planning and the
Central Florida Regional Planning Council to advise them of the status of the study and receive input on local
perspectives regarding the study.






