
PD&E STUDY HISTORY
The Central Polk Parkway PD&E 
Study began in the summer of 2008. 
FDOT collected engineering and 
environmental data and developed 
a Draft Purpose and Need (P&N) 
Statement for the proposed project. 
The P&N Statement was presented 
at public coordination meetings held 
in March 2009. Identifi cation of 29 
preliminary corridors followed. FDOT 
presented the corridors at two public 
workshops held in December 2009.

In 2010, the study team has refi ned the 
29 preliminary corridors and evaluated 
them based on several factors to 
determine the corridors that were viable 
for further study. Nine recommended 
corridors were presented at two public 
workshops held in September 2010.     
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Following identifi cation of the recommended corridors, alternative alignments were developed in each of the 
nine corridors. The alternative alignments will be presented at the workshops scheduled on October 25 and 
October 28.    

Public involvement is an ongoing and important part of the PD&E Study. FDOT held a series of meetings in 
winter and spring of 2010 with representatives of several cities and towns in Polk County to advise them of 
the status of the PD&E Study and receive input on local perspectives regarding the study. In addition, the 
study team held meetings with Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise, Clear Springs Land Company, CSX Railroad, the 
Polk Transportation Planning Organization, Polk County Planning and the Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council. FDOT gave a presentation in March 2010 to a group of residents of the Gordonville community and 
provided project information at the Eloise Community Day in April 2010.

The Central Polk Parkway study team has identifi ed 350-
foot wide alternative alignments in each of the fi ve corridors 
in the western leg and four corridors in the eastern leg 
of the proposed project. Please see the illustration of 
what the proposed roadways would look like on page 3. 
FDOT developed an evaluation matrix for each alternative 
alignment to identify social and cultural impacts, natural 
and physical impacts, and estimated costs. The alternative 
alignments and the matrix will be displayed at the October 
public workshops. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
The no-build alternative will remain viable throughout the Project Development and Environment Study 
process. The no-build alternative includes no construction of the Central Polk Parkway.  Future traffi c would 
be accommodated by improvement of the existing roadway network in Polk County. 





ALTERNATIVES PUBLIC WORKSHOPS SCHEDULED

Environmental Management Offi ce
P.O. Box 1249
Bartow, FL 33831

Florida Department of Transportation

Public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, religion, 
disability, or family status. 
Persons who require special 
accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation 
services (free of charge) should 
contact Project Manager Nicole 
Broome at (863) 519-2373 at 
least seven (7) days prior to the 
workshops.

Monday, October 25, 2010
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
W.H. Stuart Conference Center
1710 Highway 17 South
Bartow, FL

Thursday, October 28, 2010
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Northridge Church Gymnasium
2250 S.R. 17 South
Haines City, FL

WORK PROGRAM SCHEDULE

STAY INFORMED
We urge you to participate in this study and invite your comments and questions.  If you received this 
newsletter in the mail, you are included on the PD&E study mailing list.  If you would like to add a name 
and/or address, please contact the project manager at: 

The design, right-of-way and construction phases for the Central Polk Parkway are not currently funded in  
the FDOT Adopted Five Year Work Program for fi scal years 2011 through 2015.

Nicole Broome, E.I.
Florida Department of Transportation 
Environmental Management Offi ce

P. O. Box 1249, Bartow, Florida 33831
(863) 519-2373  

nicole.broome@dot.state.fl .us.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will host two public information 
workshops to receive comments on the alternatives being developed for the proposed 
Central Polk Parkway. The public information workshops will be held at the following 
locations: 

FDOT is notifying all property owners within 300 feet of either side of the centerline of 
the proposed alternative alignments, and those whom it determines may be substantially 
affected environmentally, economically, socially, or safety wise by the proposed 
roadway.  

The proposed 350-foot wide alternative alignments will be displayed on aerial 
photographs. An audiovisual presentation will be shown throughout the evening that 
describes the process used to develop the alternative alignments. Both workshops will 
be held in an open house format where the public will be able to ask questions and 
provide comments to FDOT representatives in a one-on-one setting. A court reporter will 
be present to receive oral comments. Written comments will also be accepted. 

The proposed multi-lane roadways would be built on new alignments. A no-build 
alternative will remain viable throughout the study process. The western leg of the 
proposed Central Polk Parkway extends from S.R. 60 east of Bartow northwesterly to 
the Polk Parkway (S.R. 570). The eastern leg connects S.R. 60 east of Bartow to I-4 in 
northeast Polk County.  

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
The Department will document comments received at the October public workshops and, together with the 
engineering and environmental analyses, fi nalize the alternative alignments within the nine recommended 
corridors. Following the workshops, FDOT will select a preferred alternative or alternatives in each leg of 
the study area and present them at a formal public hearing tentatively scheduled for early 2011. 

Following the hearing, a fi nal determination will be made. The determination will be submitted to the FDOT 
district secretary for approval. The project would then be eligible to advance to the design, right-of-way 
acquisition and construction phases as they are funded. 

www.centralpolkparkway.com








